Name:__________________________________

Hour:__________
What Happens When Friends Compete?

We face competition all the time, whether we are competing for someone’s attention or for the best grade.  And while some competitions are friendly and even fun, others can be brutal.  In “Amigo Brothers,” best friends Antonio and Felix find out if their deep friendship can survive an explosive competition.
Jot down a list of times when you competed with one or more friends.  Which of those experiences helped or hurt your friendship?

Multi-Media Connection: Imagine what it would have been like to grow up in New York City in the 1970s as you watch the video.  Take notice of what surprises you, what appears strange, what feels familiar, what seems fun, what looks scary.

Surprise:

Strange:

Familiar:

Fun:

Scary:

Text-Film Connection: Next, watch the clip from The Champion filmed in 1949.  Why do you think this film inspired Felix?
Read with a Purpose: Complete the chart to show how Antonio and Felix balance friendship with competition.
	
	Friendship
	Competition

	Antonio:


	
	

	Felix:


	
	


Short Answer Questions: Restate the question and write at least one complete sentence.
1. What dream to Felix and Antonio share?
2. What does the author mean when he says the boys “sensed a wall rising between them”? (lines 33-34)

3. What is Antonio’s internal conflict? (line 111)
4. What can you infer about Antonio’s attitude toward Felix on the day of the fight?  (lines 158-171)

5. How do you think the boys feel when they looked into each others eyes before the fight?  (lines 192-195)

6. Describe the mood of the fight. (lines 250-292)

7. How would you feel if you were in the audience watching the fight?
8. How do Felix and Antonio use their strengths during the second round of the fight?

9. Why do such good friends keep fighting after the bell rings?

10. As the competition ends, Felix and Antonio are both described as champions, yet only one is the winner.  What is the difference between a champion and a winner?

11. What do you think the theme of “Amigo Brothers” is?

12. How important is the setting to the theme of “Amigo Brothers”?  Use examples from the story to support your response. 

