Book Talk
“Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy”

--Gary Schmidt

Imagine you have just moved to a place where everyone knows everyone else, and everyone is somehow related.  You desperately want to fit in, but your clothes are different and you talk funny.  You are the minister’s son and everyone has high expectations, but you just can’t do anything right.  

Give five ideas of how you would feel:

Well, that’s how Turner Ernest Buckminster III feels.  The year is 1912.  He has just moved from Boston, Massachusetts to Phippsburg, Maine where his father is the newly appointed Congregationalist minister.  No matter what he does Turner seems to offend a church deacon or a prominent citizen.  He can’t even play baseball the right way – the Maine way.  Turne’s only solace is the wild Maine coastline where he meets the gregarious Lizzie Bright Griffin who lives on nearby Malaga Island.  Lizzie is African American and Turner is white, but they forge an unusual friendship for a young boy and girl living in Maine in 1912.

