Name:_______________________________________
Hour:_________________

Myths, Legends and Folktales: Beowolf

For What Are You Willing to Fight?

Have you ever had to face those who didn’t agree with you in order to stand up for something you believe in?  Sometimes, supporting an idea or taking an unpopular stance calls for courage—overcoming your own fears before taking a bold action.

Where do you find strength when you are feeling insecure or afraid?  Describe a time when you felt discouraged or afraid.  Describe your experience and the specific things that inspired you.

“Beowulf,” an Anglo Saxon epic poem—a poem of journey and mystery—dating back to the 5th Century, is the classic story of a hero and his quest.  An epic poem is a long and highly stylized narrative poem celebrating the heroic achievements of its hero.  Beowulf is an epic poem written in Old English alliterative verse, a style the Anglo-Saxons used for writing.  Alliterative verse uses alliteration, a figure of speech in which consonant sounds at the beginning of words are repeated.
There are strong pauses in the middle of lines in the poem, along with four “stresses” or emphases in a line.  The “beat of the poem” goes like this, Dum Dum (pause) Dum Dum.  The Anglo-Saxons used this type of pausing in Beowulf because they would recite this aloud at meal times and celebrations and the poem would be remembered, memorized and retold more easily with this rhythm and ring.
The main character, Beowulf, sets out to save the Danes from the evil clutches of Grendel.  The legend explores themes of strength, courage, loyalty, and generosity.  The poem Beowulf is a larger than life tale about heroic tales and journeys.  
We will read the poem online:   http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/180445   

As we read, fill out the following template for “the heroic journey.”

Define These Literary Terms Describing the “Heroic Journey”

1. Adventure
2. Supernatural
3. Threshold
4. Trials
5. Companions
6. Self-Doubt
7. Temptation
8. Apotheosis
9. Atonement
10. Father Figure
11. Sacred Marriage
The Heroic Journey
Throughout literature and lore, heroes all seem to go through similar experiences on their journey to accomplish their mission.

Pre-Adventure:

Departure:

Call to Adventure:

Supernatural Aid:
Crossing the Threshold:
Initiation:

The Road of Trials:
Companions and Helpers:

Self-Doubts:
Temptations and Distractions:

The Ultimate Adventure:

The Adventure:

Apotheosis:

Atonement with Father Figure:

Sacred Marriage:

The Return:

Crossing the Return Threshold:

Freedom to Live:

Name:_______________________________________________
Hour:_____________
Writing a “Bio-Poem”

A “Bio-Poem” is an eleven line poem that follows a pattern.  It tells a concise biography including who the person was, when he or she lived, and what he or she accomplished.  

Follow the prompts below.  Your grade will reflect your accuracy of detail, creativity and depth of Beowulf as a character.  Final drafts must be typed.

Line 1: (First Name)

Line 2: (Four traits describing the person)

Line 3: (Position, job, title)

Line 4: (Son, Daughter, Brother, Sister, Father, Mother, etc. of…)

Line 5: (Lover of…list three things)

Line 6: (Who feels…list three things)

Line 7: (Who needs…list three things)

Line 8: (Who fears…list three things)

Line 9: (Who gives…list three things)

Line 10: (Resident of…)

Line 11: (Last Name)
