Name:__________________________________________
Hour:________________
Legends, Myths & Folk Tales: 
Bre’r Possum’s Dilemma & Waters of Gold
Brer: The characters in this story are called “Brer”.  This is likely a shortened version of the word ________________, a form of address used in the South.

Possum: A possum is a mammal about the size of a cat that likes to climb trees.  They aren’t aggressive and have few defense mechanisms other than to hiss or play dead.  What do you think the expression “play possum” refers to?

Trickster Tales: Animal characters in folktales are often tricksters.  Typically a small but clever animal outwits a larger, more powerful opponent.  What is a word or example of modern-day tricksters?
Folk Tales: are stories that have been handed down through generations by being told out loud.  They share similar characteristics:

· Each character represents a certain trait or quality

· The plot often centers on events that occur in a set of three

· Many folk tales teach a lesson or a moral

What Can We Learn from Stories?
You’ve probably been lectured to many times about things you should and shouldn’t do.  Think about characters you’ve meet in books or stories that have done something they shouldn’t and learned a lesson.

As you read “Brer Possum’s Dilemma” and “Waters of Gold”, fill out the text analysis chart on the other side of this handout:

	
	“Brer Possum’s Dilemma”
	“Waters of Gold”

	Character and his/her trait or quality
	
	

	Events that occur in sets of three
	
	

	Moral of the story
	
	


Short Answer Questions: Restate the question and write one complete sentence.

1. What human characteristics does Brer Possum have?

2. Think about a time when you had a hard decision to make.  What advice would you give Brer Possum to help him make a decision?

3. What is Brer Possum’s dilemma?

4. Would you suggest that Brer Possum trust the snake?  Why/why not?

5. In what ways is the beggar in “Waters of Gold” a familiar character?  Who does he remind you of?
6. Describe the difference in attitude between the rich old woman and Auntie Lily.

7. What does Auntie Lily’s decision about how to spend her money say about her?  (line 135)

8. How is the following passage ironic?

“Out of the way, you vultures,” the rich old woman roared. “You’re going to trample him.” Using her elbows, her feet, and in one case even her teeth, the old woman fought her way through the mob.

