Chapter Questions:

“Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy”

--Gary Schmidt

Give short-answer responses in complete sentences to each of the questions.  Use separate sheets of lined paper to write your response.  Be sure to restate the question!

CHAPTER ONE
1. Use adjectives to write two sentences describing Turner and Lizzy.
2. Turner wants to “light out for the Territories.”  What do you think he means?
3. The author uses humor and exaggeration to make a point.  Give two examples.

4. How does Turner try to fit in?  Connect Turner’s experience to a time you felt you did not fit in.

CHAPTER TWO
1. How do you think Sheriff Elwell’s and Deacon Hurd’s comments on page 19 might make Lizzie feel?  

2. What does Turner observe about Mrs. Cobb on page 25?

3. Give an example of foreshadowing from this chapter.

4. Summarize the conflict between the people of Phippsburg and Malaga Island.

CHAPTER THREE
1. Turner says, “I am not my own…but belong body and soul to every parishioner in Phippsburg who might have a word to say about me to my father” (pg. 42). What does Turner mean?

2. How are Turner and Lizzie alike?

3. Turner wonders if his father believes what he says.  What does Turner mean?  

CHAPTER FOUR
1. Turner’s parents and church elders chastise him for spending a day on Malaga Island with Lizzie.  What would you do if you were Turner?
CHAPTER FIVE & SIX
1. What do the whales symbolize and why?

2. What is the significance of Turner looking into the eye of a whale?

3. Give a specific example of how Lizzie uses irony in her dialog with Turner.

4. Give two specific examples of how the author uses imagery in nature to convey a mood or portend an event.

5. On page 87, Turner notices that his father seems “smaller,” that “there simply wasn’t as much of him as he remembered.”  What does Turner mean?

CHAPTER SEVEN & EIGHT
1. What does Reverend Buckminster mean when he says “books can be fire?”

2. Describe what Mrs. Cobb and Lizzie might think of each other during their first meeting.

3. Mrs. Hurd’s shutters are painted various colors.  What does this symbolize?

4. What conflict causes the Tripps to leave Malaga Island?

5. Why doesn’t Turner hit a homerun?  What would you have done?

CHAPTER NINE & TEN
1. Why does Reverend Buckminster change Mrs. Cobb’s last words?  What would you have done?

2. Describe the larger conflict that is reflected in the argument between Reverend Buckminster and Mr. Stonecrop.

3. How does Reverend Buckminster change throughout the novel?

4. Draw a Venn Diagram to compare and contrast Turner and Reverend Buckminster.

CHAPTER ELEVEN
After reading this chapter, read the poem “To a Dark Girl” by Gwendolyn Bennett.  

Write an epitaph (a remembrance in either poetry or pose that describes the character, personality and work of someone that would be appropriate on a tombstone) for Lizzie Bright.

CHAPTER TWELVE
1. Why do Turner and his mother help the Hurds?  What would you have done?

2. Why do Turner and Willis become friends?

3. Do you feel the ending was satisfactory?  Why or why not?
