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Black veterans of WWI experienced
such discrimination in veterans' hospitals
that the Veterans' Administration, 

to save face, 
opened Tuskegee, 

a brand-new hospital
for Negroes only. 

Under white control. 
(White nurses, who were legally excused
from touching blacks, stood holding their elbows
and ordering colored maids around, white shoes
tapping impatiently.)
The Professor joined the protest. 

When the first black doctor arrived
to jubilation, the KKK uncoiled
its length and hissed. 

If you want to stay alive
be away Tuesday. 

Unsigned. 

But a familiar hand. 
The professor stayed.

 And he prayed for his friend in the Klan. 
