Guidelines for MLA Style Works Cited Page 
These guidelines closely follow MLA style, with slight accommodations for students. 

For more information see: 

MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. Seventh edition. NY: Modern Language 
Association. 2009.

GUIDELINES:
1. For each source, begin the first line at the margin and indent one-half 

inch on following lines. 

2. Double space all entries. 

3. Alphabetize the list by the first word in each entry, usually the author's 

last name. If no author is given, alphabetize by the title. 

4. For typed papers, follow punctuation in examples exactly. 

5. For handwritten papers, follow punctuation exactly, except underline 

where italics are shown. 

6. If needed information is not available, it is acceptable to leave it out (such 

as author or year of publication). 

BOOKS:

Author(s). Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. Print. 

Book with one author: 

Scoones, Simon. Focus on Brazil. New York: Harper, 2005. Print. 

Book with more than one author: (For more than three authors, either list only the first author followed by the phrase et al., or list all the authors in the order they appear on the title page)

Saunders, Nigel, and Steven Chapman. Renewable Energy. Chicago: Raintree, 2004. 
Print. 

 

Reference Book: Volume and page numbers not needed if articles are arranged alphabetically: 

Beem, John K. "Sphere." World Book. 2008 ed. Print. 

 WEB SITES: 
Author(s). “Title of Page." Name of web site. Publisher, Update or revision. Web. Date 
of your access. 

Schrock, Kathleen. “Kathy Schrock’s Guide for Educators.” Discovery Schools. 

Discovery Communications, LLC. 2008. Web. 22 Oct. 2009. 

“Madison, Wisconsin.” Map. Google Maps. Google, 23 Oct. 2009. Web. 23 Oct. 2009. 

Article in an Online Database: (such as EBSCO, Biography 

Resource Center, SIRS)--To cite an article originally published in print form but retrieved from a subscription online database, provide enough information to locate the article either in its original print form or from the online database. 

Author. "Title of Article." Publication Name. Publication Date: page number-page 

number. Database name. Web. Date of access. 

Sandsberry, Scott. “The Forest Fire Fix.” Yakima Herald Republic. Sep. 2009: 32-39. 
Ebscohost. Web. 5 Oct. 2009. 

Maloney, Laura. “Animal Cruelty Hard to Spot, Harder to Find.” USA Today. Sep 3, 

2009: D.7. SIRS Researcher. Web. 1 Sep. 2009. 

Digital File on Computer: (such as a PDF file, Word document, or sound recording)--For the digital file format, use PDF file, Microsoft Word File, JPEG file, MP3 file, XML file, etc. 

Creator if available. "Title of File.” Title of larger work. Publisher, Year of publication. 

Digital file format. 

Cyrus, Miley, perf. “See You Again.” Breakout. Hollywood Records, 2008. MP3 file.

