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Legends, Myths & Folktales: Icarus & Daedalus
Should People Always Reach for the Stars?

Parents, teachers and coaches often proclaim that the only limitations on what we can achieve are those we place on ourselves.  But should we always “reach for the stars” and follow our dream?  Or, should we first consider whether the dream is practical or achievable?
Think of three dreams that kids your age have (like to be a professional athlete) and then think about the limits on the dream and whether or not it’s worth pursuing.

	DREAM:
	LIMITS:
	WORTH PURSUING?

	Become an actor
	Not much money at first, few actors make it to the big screen
	How much community theatre can I do while working other jobs?
Can I take acting lessons?  How much does an agent/coach cost?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Define the Following Terms:
1. Crete:

2. Labyrinth:

3. Halcyon:

4. Cunning:

Short Answer Questions: Restate the question and write a complete sentence.  

1. What does King Minos do when he becomes angry with Daedalus?

2. Why is it difficult for Daedalus to escape from Crete?

3. Icarus seems to think that if birds aren’t careful about flying, he shouldn’t have to be, either.  How are his limitations different than a bird’s, though?

4. What is the relationship between Daedalus and Icarus?

5. What warning does Daedalus give to Icarus

6. Why does the air grow warmer and warmer?

7. What happens to Icarus’ wings?
8. In your opinion, was Icarus’ dream worth pursuing?  Why/why not?
Assessment: Write a 5 sentence paragraph explaining how Icarus could have avoided his fate.  Connect your response to an example from your own experience.

