Linear Outline Example
I. Introduction
A. Attention Grabber: 
B. Area of Focus – Your Author:  
C. Key Terms (lyric poet, science-fiction writer, etc):  
 
Thesis Statement: 

II. Background (transition word)
A. Author’s Childhood:  (cite sources).
B. Author’s Schooling:  (cite sources).
C. How the Author became a Writer: (cite sources).
D. Sentence Listing the 4 Major Points you will make:
III. Major Point 1:  “Turning Point” in Author’s Career (transition word)
A. Detail/Example 1:  (cite sources).
B. Detail/Example 2:  (cite sources).

IV. Major Point 2: Famous Piece of Writing/Major Award (transition word)
A. Detail/Example 1:  (cite sources).
B. Detail/Example 2:  (cite sources).

V. Major Point 3: Interesting Challenge to Author’s Success (transition word)
A. Detail/Example 1:  (cite sources).
B. Detail/Example 2:  (cite sources).

VI. Major Point 4: Your Connection/Why You Like the Author (transition word)
A. Detail/Example 1:  (cite sources).

B. B. Detail/Example 2:  (cite sources).

VII. Conclusion
A. Restatement of Thesis:   
B. B. Memorable Ending:  
