Lizzie Bright

and the
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by: Gary D. Schmidt

Chapter One

Turner Buckminster III and his family have spent six hours in Maine and all he can think about is “Lighting out for the Territories”.  His father (new pastor in town) and mother received a warm welcome from the deacons and ladies sewing circle, while the kids just stared at Turner.  Things were looking up for Turner when he heard of a baseball game developing.  His hopes were dashed as he struggled to hit the high arcing pitches.  Old ladies pitied him, while Deacon Hurd and his son Willis threw verbal jabs at Turner.  

The next day wasn’t much better.  Mrs. Hurd showed up with Willis.  While the adults showed Reverend Buckminster around the parish, Willis and the boys took Turner swimming.  Each of the boys jumped from a 40-foot cliff into the water below.  They mocked Turner when he couldn’t bring himself to do the same.  Next, Turner walked through town by himself, skipping rocks and regretting life in Maine.  He accidentally hit a picket fence outside of Mrs. Cobb’s house.  She came out and yelled at him and told him she was going to report him to his father.  As Mrs. Cobb finished yelling at Turner, the frail Mrs. Hurd (Deacon’s mother) came out of her house (only house without green shutters and door, hers has yellow shutters and a red door) and told him not to worry about Mrs. Cobb.  She also asked him if he felt like he was in prison when he looked out from behind the number at the end of his name (III).  Turner was blown away.  He finally feels like he can relate to someone.


Lizzie Griffin, 13, granddaughter of Preacher Griffin is playing by the shore on Malaga Island.  She is supposed to be splitting kindling, but ends up climbing a tree.  She spends some time thinking about how much she loves Malaga Island.  She never wants to leave, even though her grandfather says she’s too wise to stay.  At the end of the chapter she looks across to the mainland and sees a group of men in frock coats and a boy (Turner).  The men are looking at her.  They laugh and one of the men touches his concealed pistol.  

Vocabulary

parsonage (1), reprobates (2), congregation (7), parish (8), frock coat (17) 

Chapter Two

The scene shifts to the frock coated men (Deacon Hurd, Mr. Stonecrop, Sheriff Elwell and Reverend Buckminster) on the coast.  Mr. Stonecrop shares their perceived problem with Reverend Buckminster (shipbuilding industry is coming to an end-Malaga Island and its people are standing in the way of Phippsburg becoming a popular tourist attraction).  Mrs. Cobb shows up and tells Reverend Buckminster about Turner hitting her fence with a rock.  His punishment is to read to her every day for the rest of the summer.


He shows up at her house the next day.  It is awkward.  Among other things, she explains to him that she wants to die in the room in which they are sitting, but is disappointed that nobody will hear her last words.  He reads to her and she falls asleep (or dies).  Turner sneaks out into the kitchen for a drink, then wanders out the front door for some fresh air.  Willis and his crew greet him just outside.  They taunt him.  Turner ends up going out and punching Willis.  Willis hits him back and Turner is on the ground with Willis’s blood all over him.  The boys leave and Turner staggers into the kitchen to clean up.  He takes off his pants and shirt to wash them.  A shocked Mrs. Cobb comes in to see a nearly naked Turner.  She runs away and he walks home with his head hung low, bracing himself for the next consequence.


 That day Mr. Stonecrop, Deacon Hurd, Sheriff Elwell and Rev. Buckminster went to Malaga Island to tell its people they had to leave.  They went to see Preacher Griffin.  They explained to him that his people didn’t own the land, didn’t belong there and had to be out by fall.  Preacher Griffin took them to the cemetery and told them it was their deed.  The frock coats didn’t buy it.  They went home and Preacher Griffin was left to explain to his people that time had moved on and they had to leave.

Vocabulary

deacon (19), shanties (20), outhouse (22), repent (22), sprawled (27)

Chapter Three


Turner arrived home to his father yelling at him about what happened at Mrs. Cobb’s house.  Turner now has to play the organ for Mrs. Cobb in addition to his reading.  The weight of being the minister’s son is pushing harder on Turner.  He couldn’t even hang his foot out the window without a neighbor calling to report it to his father.


The next day Turner went down to the shore.  He began hitting rocks with a branch.  He threw a rock up, when all of the sudden, Lizzie called out to him.  Turner turned to her and the rock hit him right in the nose.  Blood poured out.  She helped him.  Although she wasn’t sure about him at first (she though he may be an “idiot”) he quickly grew on her.  Likewise, Turner wasn’t sure about Lizzie.  He had never talked to a black girl before but was surprised how much he immediately liked her.  She taught him how to hit well.  He then remembered he would be late for dinner and ran home (again with a

bloody shirt).  He was greeted by his angry father.  Turner struggled to make it through dinner as his father quoted scripture to him.  For the first time Turner questioned whether his father believed what he was saying…he also wondered if he believed what his father was saying.  Mrs. Buckminster interrupted him, much to his and Turner’s shock.  She told Turner to go up and change into something he can play baseball in.  He went out towards the meadow but rain began to pour.  He thought of Lizzie on the shore (when she said she would swallow the world whole and flung her arms out) and suddenly flung his arms out stood and smiled like a loon.

Vocabulary

charity (40), offshore (41), buoy (41)

Chapter Four


The next day, the sun was bright as Turner walked towards the shore.  He had a good conversation with Mrs. Hurd, who gave him pointers on how to win a fight.  Everything was going great as he made his way down to the water with his bat, ball and glove.  Lizzie was already there.  They threw the baseball back and forth for a while (the first time Lizzie ever wore a glove).  After a while, Lizzie took Turner to Malaga Island.  He felt as if he was coming across a great discovery.  She introduced him to her grandfather and ran around with the wild Tripp kids.  Later they shared a meal of oysters they had brought from the shore.  Turner felt at home in Malaga.  Lizzie told Turner to come around again.  He said he would.


Turner did all he could not to skip home with a grin plastered across his face…it’s not what a minister’s son would do.  He opened the door of his house to his dad, Mr. Stonecrop, Mr. Hurd, Sheriff Elwell and other rich men talking.  It appeared as if Mr. Stonecrop was here to convince Reverend Buckminster to view Malaga Island their way.  He warned Reverend Buckminster that some may come to him appealing to approach the situation in a more Christian way.  Turner reluctantly found himself to be a prop in Mr. Stonecrop’s arms.  Reverend Buckminster shared with the men that he didn’t know where he stood yet.  That was when Mr. Stonecrop asked Turner to tell his dad where he was that day.  Stonecrop used Turner to manipulate his dad into joining his side.  For the first time Turner had realized what the men of Phippsburg were plotting for Malaga Island.

Vocabulary

shore (53), conspirator (54), courting (55), dory (56), granite (58)

Chapter Five


Reverend Buckminster had issued a new order that Turner may not set foot on Malaga Island.  So Turner didn’t…instead he and Lizzie met to play every day on the shore of Phippsburg.  One day they slipped as they were climbing rocks.  Lizzie fell and hit her head.  It was gashed open and bleeding badly.  Turner put her in the boat and headed towards Malaga Island.  He ended up getting them caught in a current and they missed the island.  They were stuck out in the bay for a long period of time.  Night fell.  At one point Turner found himself face to face with a whale.  He was blown away by the awesomeness of it.  The current slacked and they headed back in towards the shore.  Lizzie said a whale would only let you touch itself if you understand what they are saying.


Turner managed to get the boat going in the right direction.  Suddenly he sees a boat coming towards them.  It ends up being Deacon Hurd and Willis.  They make it known that they are appauled to find that Lizzie was with Turner.  Deacon Hurd told him he would not have Lizzie on his boat so they pulled them to shore.  The crowd at the shore of Phippsburg was horrified that Lizzie and Turner were together.  Pastor Griffin took Lizzie home.

While at home, Turner’s dad questioned him about what happened.  He seemed to have bought in to what Stonecrop had told him about the people of Malaga Island.  Turner defended Lizzie.  Mr. Stonecrop burst through the Buckminsters’ door and complained that Lizzie’s doctor’s bill would be paid by the people of Phippsburg (Mrs. Buckminster banged a metal pot twice in the kitchen).  He also told Reverend Buckminster that he and the congregation will tell him what they want him to think.  He attempted to give the Buckminsters parenting lessons while eating half of a blueberry pie.  Tuner went up to his bedroom and thought back to when he looked into the eye of the whale.

Vocabulary

perseverance (85), impertinent (87), tithes (87), 

Chapter Six


Turner’s parents told him over and over the next day that Malaga Island was forbidden.  His dad hinted at a future evacuation of Malaga Island during the announcements at church and preached about the Hebrews wiping out Jericho.  After church, Turner was on his way to the shore but was intercepted by Mrs. Cobb.  She then  convinced him to play the organ for her.  Afterwards, he went to the shore and looked at Malaga, hoping Lizzie would come out.  She didn’t.  Dejected, he walked back home, stopping to have a conversation with Mrs. Hurd about why she doesn’t go to church.  His dad promptly slapped him in the face as he came through the door that afternoon.  Willis had come over and told him that Turner went to Malaga Island.  They argued.  Turner was grounded for two weeks.


Mrs. Cobb came out to ask if Turner was sick.  Mrs. Buckminster allowed him to go play for her.  She shared with him that she would like him to be the one to hear her last words.  Turner felt honored.  Afterwards, Turner had to fight the desire to go down to the shore.  That evening Lizzie paid him a visit.  They talked for a while outside.  He invited her to come hear him play at Mrs. Cobb’s house.  She accepted.


It was raining heavily the next day.  Turner waited until high tide to go see Mrs. Cobb.  Lizzie came shortly after.  He let her in and gave her a towel to dry off.  Turner began to introduce Lizzie as Mrs. Cobb turned to see her…she was shocked to see a black girl in her house.

Vocabulary

forbidden (90), disdain (91)

Chapter Seven


Mrs. Cobb allowed Lizzie to stay. They were each tense for the first few songs but relaxed after a while.  Mrs. Cobb told Turner to invite Lizzie back the next day.  They never directly talked to each other but Lizzie and Mrs. Cobb seemed to get along.  Mrs. Cobb even appreciated Lizzie singing the hymns she knew.


Fall had arrived and school will be beginning soon.  One day, Turner noticed that Mrs. Hurd’s shutters had been painted green and she was nowhere to be found.  Mrs. Cobb came out and yelled at him for not being on time.  Her and Lizzie had been sitting in an uncomfortable silence.  Turner was distracted all through his organ playing.  Afterward, Lizzie asked him what was wrong.  He shared about being bothered by moving from Boston, what may happen to Malaga Island, Mrs. Hurd’s shutters and the silent dinners at home.  Lizzie said that he would have never met her if he hadn’t moved.  He said he guessed some things worked out as well as they could have.  She told him to be careful of what he said.  


That night at dinner, Turner asked where Mrs. Hurd had gone.  Rev. Buckminster said it wasn’t any of his business.  Mrs. Buckminster spoke loudly and clearly that her son (Deacon Hurd) had turned her over to the Home for the Feeble-Minded.  Mrs. Buckminster said she knew she wasn’t insane.  She also mentioned that Mr. Stonecrop agreed with Mr. Hurd and needed the money from the sale of her house as an investment in his future hotel.   Mr. Buckminster dismissed her accusation and said Mr. Hurd had a right to do what he did (It seems like Rev. Buckminster may have been the other citizen who agreed to Mrs. Hurd being committed).


Turner spent the whole week writing summaries in Latin.  He also had to write summaries of a book he found to be extremely boring.  On Friday, his father finally gave him the afternoon off.  He ran down to the shore.  He saw Mr. Tripp loading his house onto a raft and shoving off.  Lizzie ran up the hill crying.  Preacher Griffin looked across at Turner for a second and then walked away.  Turner felt as alone as Mrs. Hurd must have felt…with all of her friends gone.

Vocabulary

metallic (108), melody (109), vibrato (109), morbid (110), wheeze (111), feebleminded (117), insane (117), asylum (117)

Chapter Eight


The leaves have fallen off the trees.  One morning, Mr. Stonecrop showed up in a rage over a story in the paper about Phippsburg forcing the Tripps to leave on a raft.  He manipulated Reverend Buckminster into writing a letter to the governor.  Buckminster attempted to resist him but Mr. Stonecrop rolled right over him.  Later that morning Reverend Buckminster introduced The Origin of Species (Darwin) to Turner.  He told him it was like fire.  Turner agreed.  (This is out of character for Reverend Buckminster-Is he tired of being pushed around by Stonecrop?)


Turner continued playing the organ for Mrs. Cobb, but Lizzie stopped coming.  Mrs. Cobb told Turner she had begun to like Lizzie awfully much.  She also told him that people must think she is crazy for having her over (but she doesn’t care) and that she knows about what Deacon Hurd did to his mom for money.  She told him to run and find out about Lizzie.  He went and found her by the shore.  She was sad and began to cry about her grandfather being sick and Phippsburg trying to force them out.  Turner held her hand until the tide came in.  They went to Malaga to see Lizzie’s grandfather.  He welcomed Turner back and they made Preacher Griffin some clam soup.  That night, Turner had a fire burning in his gut all through dinner and at the final baseball game of the season.  Turner lost 12 balls on long foul balls.  He missed the 13th pitch, striking out.  Everyone jeered him but Willis, who stood on the mound with a smile (not a chicken killing smile).  


Turner went home.  He and his mom talked about embarrassing his father.  Mrs. Buckminster said it was good for him to be embarrassed.  That evening, while sitting outside, he thought maybe he wouldn’t want to light out for the Territories.  He liked the idea of having a house wrapped around him.


After everyone had gone home from the meadow, Turner began wandering down the road.  He came upon Willis painting his grandmother’s (Mrs. Hurd) shutters yellow again.  Willis asked him why he didn’t hit any of the balls over the center fielder’s head.  Turner told him because everybody expects green shutters.  Willis seemed to have grown in respect for Turner.  Together, late into the night, they painted the shutters yellow and the door red (How it was when Mrs. Hurd still lived there).

Vocabulary

insolence (127), conflagration (129),

Chapter Nine


Turner continued to go down and see Lizzie.  His parents weren’t enforcing the forbidden any longer.  Turner kept going to play for Mrs. Cobb but Lizzie wasn’t always there.  Mrs. Cobb constantly reminded him to be ready to record her last words.  On a particular day, Mrs. Cobb was getting on Turner for playing too slow and then too fast.  Without thinking, she asked Lizzie if she thought a minister’s son should know how to play a hymn better.  Lizzie without thinking agreed (the first time they had spoken to one another).  Lizzie said that she had never had words to say to Mrs. Cobb yet, Mrs. Cobb laid her hands against Lizzie’s cheeks and told her she had so many, just not the right ones.  Then Mrs. Cobb spoke about being lead safely and never walking alone, and then she leaned her head back and was silent.  Turner and Lizzie wondered if she was dead.  They tried to write her last words down but couldn’t agree on a word…In true Mrs. Cobb fashion, she interrupted their disagreement, expressed her disappointment in them not being able to record her last words properly and how she would have to choose a new set of “last words”.  Then she mentioned how hot it was and ordered them to get her a ginger ale.  When they returned, she was dead.


Turner ran to get his father and the doctor.  Soon the whole town was there.  Turner was surprised that nobody would know that Mrs. Cobb would not appreciate all of the attention.  Mr. Stonecrop came in, controlled the room, and pronounced her dead.  He suggested that the reverend pray and that Turner save her last words to be shared at her funeral.  Turner wasn’t sure if he would since they weren’t at all flattering.  Later he went to the place Willis had challenged him to jump into the water.  Lizzie was already there.  She shared that she had seen her mother die.  He held her hand.


Three days later Reverend Buckminster lied about her last words and shared some of Psalm 23 instead.  Later, Turner helped the gravedigger fill in the hole.  Lizzie even came to help in the end.  Lizzie old him to plant some purple flowers on the grave the following spring.  He told her they could do it together.  She told him to look at things how they were and ran off.  Turner walked back home thinking about Mrs. Cobb.


After the next Sunday’s service, Mr. Stonecrop announced that Mrs. Cobb’s will had been read.  She left the house to Turner.  Stonecrop accused Reverend Buckminster of being conniving, working towards that goal.  Reverend Buckminster stood his ground and Stonecrop left in a rage.  The congregation was also upset, since Stonecrop had made it sound like they deserved a piece of the inheritance.  After everyone had gone, Mrs. Buckminster encouraged Turner to do whatever he wanted with the house.


Turner sprinted down to the shore.  It was cold and snowing so nobody was in sight.  Finally, Mr. Eason appeared and took Turner across to Malaga.  Lizzie’s grandfather had died and she was staying with Mr. Eason.  She took him to see the grave sight.  He told her that they would plant violets there in the spring.  She was silent.  A tree collapsed from the weight of the snow and tumbled over the edge of a cliff.  Lizzie said nothing ever stays the same does it?  Turner nodded his head.

Vocabulary

inherited (160)

Chapter Ten


Lizzie and Turner went to stand on the fallen tree. Turner told Lizzie about the house, but she said that the town would never allow it.  As he thought more, he felt as if she may be right.  Turner arrived at home to find Mr. Stonecrop and his dad discussing Mrs. Cobb’s house in his study.  Mr. Stonecrop strongly suggested they sell the house so the town may profit, with a small portion being set aside for Turner’s future ministerial education.  Turner stood his ground and said he was planning on giving it to Lizzie and the Easons.  Mr. Stonecrop was aggravated to say the least.  He questioned Reverend Buckminster’s parenting.  Reverend Buckminster finally stood up to Stonecrop and told him that he would agree with his son.  He also told him that they had been reading Darwin together.  Stonecrop furiously stormed out of the house, threatening to tell the deacons.


Church was pretty much empty the next Sunday.  Afterwards, Willis whispered that something was going to happen that night as he passed Turner in the receiving line.  Turner didn’t tell his parents.  That night, at about 11:30, Turner went down to Mrs. Cobb’s house.  He wasn’t sure exactly what he was going to do but he wanted to protect it.  He worked his way through the dark house.  At one point he heard creaking.  He went upstairs.  He went bursting through a door screaming, “I see you!”  Nobody was there.  Turner climbed stairs to a cupola, which overlooked the town.  He could see what he thought were lanterns on Malaga and then realized it was a full-blown fire.  Just then, the door behind him slammed shut and was bolted.  Turner tried to get out but couldn’t.  Someone (probably Deacon Hurd) from the other side said, “Strike three, you’re out!”  Turner went back up and kicked his way out of the glass cupola and slid down off of the roof.


He ran over to see Malaga but didn’t notice the light. Just then a shotgun blasted barely above his head.  It was Sheriff Elwell.  He told Turner he wanted him to feel what he had felt.  Earlier, Jake Eason had held that very shotgun to his chest.  He explained that they had taken Lizzie and the Easons to Pownal.  Mr. Buckminster came out of nowhere and threw the sheriff’s shotgun over the cliff.  Sheriff Elwell tossed Turner aside.  By the time Turner got up, his dad had wrestled with the sheriff towards the cliff.  The sheriff stepped back and Turner’s dad fell over the cliff.

Vocabulary

homicide (169), cupola (178), 

Chapter Eleven


Turner showed up at the deacon’s meeting that Wednesday.  Deacon Hurd wanted no part of it, but according to the bylaws Turner was able to stay as a representative for his father.  Angrily, Deacon Hurd went through the rest of the meeting (Turner politely asked if they were going to pray to open-then asked why Deacon didn’t pray for his father, who was unconscious with several broken ribs, a smashed leg and an open scalp.).  During the meeting, Deacon Hurd brought the idea forth to get rid of Reverend Buckminster.  Mr. Newton opposed the idea and openly regretted not standing with Turner when he desired to give Lizzie and the Easons Mrs. Cobb’s house.  He also said that he disagreed with Deacon Hurd’s and Mr. Stonecrop’s version of Reverend Buckminster’s role in the town.  Deacon Hurd dismissed his comments, then invited Turner to leave while they voted.  On his way out, Turner told them to, “Take whatever dang vote they wanted.”  He stepped outside and thought of Lizzie.  He also thought back to when he finished the Darwin book and he dad had mentioned that it would be interesting to see where it takes them.  He came home to find his dad still unconscious and his mom asleep.


Turner and his mom started moving things into Mrs. Cobb’s house.  Turner also began meeting Willis down by the water.  They would talk some, but mainly threw rocks into the water.  Willis told Turner about Mr. Stonecrop hiring people to dig up the bodies on Malaga Island.  They were put into five containers and buried at Pownal.  Mr. Stonecrop also hired men to burn and destroy what was left on Malaga.  Turner began to not care what the deacon’s had voted and ceased to care what people of the town thought of him.  He hoped to leave Phippsburg when his father got better and was thinking that maybe they would even rescue Lizzie and take her with them.  His father soon passed away.


The funeral was lead by a minister from neighboring Bath.  Mrs. Buckminster had said that she didn’t want Deacon Hurd to have a part in it.  Towards the end, the minister invited anyone to come up who wanted to say some words for the departed.  Turner went up and said he left because he was doing God’s work here on earth.  He said that his father wanted the people of Malaga to live in a place of their own.  Turner challenged the congregation to rebuild their houses and invite everyone back who had left.  Willis, the Newtons and a few others stood in support of Turner.  Afterwards, they went out to bury Reverend Buckminster.


That night and for the next day or so, the sky dropped a few feet of snow on Phippsburg.  Turner went to shovel Mrs. Cobb’s house out and stopped by the Newton’s.  Mr. Newton knew he had come to get a ride to Pownal.  He agreed to take Turner once the weather cleared.  They ran some errands on the way to the asylum.  It was a cold place with cold people.  A matron took them into her office, looked in her files and told them that Lizzie died 10 days after she was committed.  “Those people hardly ever last long when they come here,” she said.  Then the meeting was over.  Turner felt a deep cold inside him and felt as if he may never see a loved one again.

Vocabulary

philanthropy (187)

Chapter Twelve


Winter wore on.  Willis and Turner would get together from time to time.  They had moved into Mrs. Cobb’s house by now.  It took a lot of work to keep up since Mrs. Cobb hadn’t believed in electricity.  Mr. Newton invited them back to church.  A stunned silence filled the sanctuary when they arrived.


One day, Mr. Stonecrop came by.  He wanted to buy the house from them to get them out of town.  Turner said he wouldn’t sell.  Mr. Stonecrop left in disgust.  As he was leaving, Turner realized that as his father disappeared over the cliff, his eyes had  a similar quality to the whales.


By May, Mr. Stonecrop’s shipyards went under.  He left with the investments of the townsfolk.  The Hurds were penniless.  The Newton’s invited the Buckminsters back to church.  The Hurds had to sell everything off.  They were about to leave town when Turner invited them to live with him and his mother.  


The summer was hot.  Turner and Willis got jobs in Bath catching lobster.  They also fixed the cupola and painted the fence.  Next, they along with Mr. Hurd, painted the shutters yellow and the door red.  Mr. Hurd got a job as a clerk at Mr. Newton’s store.  Turner enjoyed seeing whales and Malaga while they were out on the lobster boats.  The eyes of whales filled Turner’s dreams.


One day, Turner told Willis he wanted to go out in the boat.  Willis helped him get ready and sent him off.  Turner went to visit Malaga.  Then he went out into the sea and sailed with the whales.  He touched one.  He realized, as he was out there, what he saw in the whales’ eyes.  He saw that, “Days come and go but there is nothing as wonderful as when two souls look at each other straight on.  And there is nothing as sad as when they part”.  Then he wept for his losses.  He wept for Malaga, Mrs. Hurd, Mrs. Cobb, and his father and for Lizzie Bright.  He smiled and imagined himself telling Lizzie about the whales and then realized that he couldn’t tell her.  He felt as if there was no one to tell.  He rowed back in to Phippsburg.  Willis had been waiting for him with lanterns.  Turner looked at Phippsburg as the boys were coming up from the shore.  Then he told Willis about the whales.

Vocabulary

 sloop (209), tender (209)

Final Writing Prompts/Extensions

What can be learned from the tragedies in LBBB?  How will you act differently or what are you more convinced of?  Use specific details from the novel and your own thoughts in your response.

Choose three character attributes (honesty, loyalty, love, courage, respect, justice, hope, etc.) Turner or Lizzie displayed throughout the book.  Support your choices with specific examples from the book.

Write a poem about Lizzie, Reverend Buckminster, Mrs. Cobb, Mrs. Heard or Pastor Griffin.  The poem should be a dedication to their life.  Focus on what kind of person they were and their accomplishments.

How has discrimination affected some of the characters in this book in a negative way?  List at least two examples.  Support each example with specific details from the book.

What was it that Turner finally realized he saw in the whales’ eyes (see pages 215-216)?  Write a paragraph describing how you feel it relates to the rest of the book.

Write two open-ended questions dealing with the entire book.  Then write your own answer for each question.  Use your questions to have a book discussion with your classmates.

