Mentor Sentences Week 26
7th Grade Standard - Strong Leads:

Definition: A strong lead is an opening sentence that grabs your reader’s attention and inspires interest.  

Examples: begin with description of setting, character, action, reflection, conflict or dialogue.

1. The house had outlived its usefulness.  It sat hooded and silent.

--Anne Tyler, The Clock Winder 
2. Floating upward through a confusion of dreams and memory, curving like a trout through the rings of previous risings, I surface.  My eyes open.  I am awake.

--Wallace Stegner, Crossing to Safety
3. This story begins within the walls of a castle, with the birth of a mouse.  A small mouse.  The last mouse born to his parents and the only one of his litter to be born alive. 
--Kate DiCamillo, The Tale of Despereaux
4. When I look back on my childhood I wonder how I survived at all.  It was, of course, a miserable childhood: the happy childhood is hardly worth your while.  Worse than the ordinary miserable childhood is the miserable Irish childhood, and worse yet is the miserable Irish Catholic childhood.

--Frank McCourt, Angela’s Ashes
