Mentor Sentences – Week 37
7th Grade Standard: Strong Opening Paragraphs

Definition: Stephen King -"An opening line should invite the reader to begin the story," he said. "It should say: Listen. Come in here. You want to know about this."  
1. "All happy families are alike; each unhappy family is unhappy in its own way."
--Leo Tolstoy; Anna Karenina
2. Back in the days when everyone was old and stupid or young and foolish me and Sugar were the only ones just right, this lady moved on our block with nappy hair and proper speech and no makeup. 

--Tony Cade Bambara; The Lesson
3. "Don't look for dignity in public bathrooms."
--Victor LaValle; Big Machine
4. You better not never tell nobody but God.
--Alice Walker; The Color Purple
