Mentor Sentences – Week 38
7th Grade Standard: Strong Opening Paragraphs

Definition: Stephen King - But for me, a good opening sentence really begins with voice. You hear people talk about "voice" a lot, when I think they really just mean "style." Voice is more than that. People come to books looking for something. But they don't come for the story, or even for the characters. They certainly don't come for the genre. I think readers come for the voice... An appealing voice achieves an intimate connection — a bond much stronger than the kind forged, intellectually, through crafted writing.
1. "I told you last night that I might be gone sometime, and you said, Where, and I said, To be with the Good Lord, and you said, Why, and I said, Because I'm old, and you said, I don't think you're old."
--Marianne Robinson; Gilead
2. "It was a wrong number that started it, the telephone ringing three times in the dead of night, and the voice on the other end asking for someone he was not."
--Paul Auster; City of Glass
3. "In the town there were two mutes, and they were always together."
--Carson McCullers; The Heart Is a Lonely Hunter
4. "A woman has written yet another story that is not interesting, though it has a hurricane in it, and a hurricane usually promises to be interesting."
--Lydia Davis; The Center of the Story
