Name:_________________________________________  Date:____________________

“Oranges” Poem Analysis

Gary Soto’s poem, “Oranges” is written in free verse. Free verse poems don’t follow a particular pattern, rhyme scheme, or stanza pattern. However, as you look at this poem, you’ll notice that the poem is written with intention. Notice how the lines are written. 

1. Why do you think the speaker chooses to break the poem into stanzas where he 

does? 

2.   Consider the poem’s title which gives the reader a hint about what is important in the poem or what the poem is about. As you read “Oranges”, write down your thoughts about what is important about the oranges in the poem. 

3. Define the following literary terms:

Imagery:

Symbolism:

Inference:


Stanza:
      Free Verse Poetry:
4.  Use the chart below to analyze the details of the poem. In the left 

column, copy down the line(s) including specific details you think are important in 

helping you infer meaning. In the right column, write down what you infer from it. 

Some of the answers have been started for you. 
	Imagery and Symbolism in “Oranges”:
	The Meaning I Infer:

	Cold, and weighted down


	It is winter, the oranges were heavy – perhaps a burden because he realizes he doesn’t have any money. Or, he may be feeling nervous or unsure about going to the girl’s house.



	Porch light burned yellow

Night and day, in any weather.
	The porch light is on all the time. Why don’t they ever turn it off? I infer that maybe the parents are always working and don’t realize it’s on. Or maybe there is always someone

home.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


5.  What conclusions can you draw about the girl based on the inferences you made 

from the poem? 

6.  What conclusions can you draw about the speaker based on the inferences you 

made from the poem? 

7.  What conclusions can you draw about the setting of the poem? 

8.  Circle any words that refer to light in the poem “Oranges”. Copy the line(s) from 

the poem that you find most symbolic: 

9.  What do you believe the images of light used in the poem symbolize and why?

10.  Compare the oranges at the beginning, the middle and the end of the 

poem. Use the chart below to describe how the oranges change. In the column on the 

right, write about what you think the orange(s) symbolize or mean.

	Lines 1-4
	The oranges are weighing him down. That might symbolize that he’s worried about being able to pay for the candy.



	Lines 35 - 48
	

	Lines 51 - end
	


 11.  Looking at your notes from the chart, what do you notice about how the orange 

changes in the poem? 

12. What kind of person might be able to make fire in his hands?
13. In your opinion, what does the orange as a ball of fire symbolize at the end of the 

 poem?

14.  Compare and contrast the narrator in this poem with Victor in Gary Soto’s short story, “Seventh Grade”.  Write at least five complete sentences explaining how the boys are similar and how they are different.  

Name:______________________________________________
Hour:____________

Writing a Free Verse “First” Poem

Gary Soto’s poem “Oranges” is about a boy and his first girlfriend. He wanted to take her out to get candy, but he didn’t have enough money. The boy came up with a solution to his problem, and in the end, he felt happy and filled with a burning hope for the future. 

For your poem, think about something you accomplished that you’re proud of and made you realize you were gaining responsibility or maturity. Like Gary Soto, write about a “first” experience like a first goal in soccer, a first A in a difficult subject, or a first competition in which you earned recognition. It could also be something that you remember from your childhood: the first time you tied your shoe, the first time you rode your bike, the first time you went to school or the first time you tried brussel sprouts. 

Part One: 

Brainstorm as many ideas of your “Firsts” as you can: 

Part Two: 

Choose one of your ideas. Begin thinking about how that event had a beginning, a middle, and an end. Did you feel differently when the event was over? How did the 

event change you? 

	The Event:
	Details:

	In the beginning…

	Details that I remember…

	In the middle…

	Details that I remember…


	In the end…

	Details that I remember…



Part Three:
In “Oranges”, Gary Soto uses oranges as a repeating image. What object or image can you use throughout your poem? 

Part Four: 

Before you write a draft of your poem, read “Oranges” again. Notice that the lines are fairly short. One image or detail is stacked on top of another. 

As you write your draft, try repeating some of the lines from “Oranges”.  Start your poem with the line “The first time” and end with “Someone might have thought”.
Write a draft of your poem – be sure to include the repeated image.  

Check off each of these items which your poem must include: 
________Begin with “The first time”

________End with “Someone might have thought”

________Written in free verse

________Contain a repeated symbol or image

________Tell the beginning, middle and end of your experience

________Add many details and descriptions

________Be at least 15 lines long

Here is a Sample Student Poem: 

Black Dots 

The first time I looked at sheet 

Music, all I saw was black dots. 

Sprinkled across the page 

Some secret code of dots, a treasure map 

I couldn’t decode. 

I walked to Mrs. Taylor’s house – 

The piano teacher who smiled at everything 

I played – all my wrong notes and jumbled tones. 

But, I learned the notes, the sharps, and flats. 

My favorite melodies by Rebikov, Sati, and Rollins. 

When it was time for the recital, and I sat at the 

Bench. A page of black dots on the piano. I placed

 My hands on the keys and played. 

Later, when the recital was over, I held the 

music in my hands. The melodies were so clear that, 

If someone had asked me, I could have taken 

Them straight to the buried treasure. 

