Name:_________________________________
Hour:____

Legends, Myths and Folktales: Orpheus & Euridice
Since ancient times, people have passed down myths—stories that explain mysteries of the universe.  Most myths share these characteristics:

· Myths tell how something came to be, or reveal the effects of human behavior

· Myths feature gods or other beings with supernatural powers who show human qualities such as anger

Vocabulary:

1. Define NYMPH

2. Define STYX

3. Define ELYSIUM

4. Define SISYPHUS

5. Define TANTALUS

6. Define GUNWALES

As you read the myth and poem below, answer by restating the question 

and writing a complete sentence.

Orpheus and Eurydice – retold by Olivia Coolidge (pgs. 652 – 656)
1.  What quality makes Orpheus special?

2. How does Orpheus’ music affect those who hear it?

3. What inspires Orpheus?

4. What happens to Eurydice on her wedding day?

5. How does Hades react to Orpheus’ music?

6. How is this a turning point in the story?

7. Is it worth the risk for Orpheus to check whether Eurydice follows him?  Explain.

8. What does the “dim shade” at Orpheus’ heels symbolize?

9. How is Orpheus’ conflict finally resolved? 5 sentence RACER response on a separate sheet of lined paper..

Song of Orpheus – William Shakespeare (pg 657)

1. Define LUTE

2. Define BILLOWS

3. How do trees, mountains and the sea respond to the song of Orpheus?

4. Do you agree with Shakespeare’s assessment that Music affects human emotions? (3 sentence response)
5. Compare “Orpheus and Eurydice” to William Shakespeare’s “Song of Orpheus”.  Identify the part of the myth the poem describes.  Which do you prefer – the prose story, or the poem – and why? (3 sentence response)
Next we will watch two scenes from Gluck’s opera, “Orpheus and Eurydice” as choreographed by Pina Bausch, a famous German modern dancer and choreographer.

6. On a separate piece of paper, describe how Bausch’s choreography and Gluck’s music bring the myth to life through dance and music.  (10 sentence response)
