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Legends, Myths and Folktales
Prometheus – as retold by Bernard Evslin (pgs. 648-651)

Since ancient times, people have passed down myths—stories that explain mysteries of the universe.  Most myths share these characteristics:

· Myths tell how something came to be, or reveal the effects of human behavior

· Myths feature gods or other beings with supernatural powers who show human qualities such as anger
Think of a risky decision you have made.  What are the possible negative and positive consequences of the decision.  Write 3 sentences telling about your experience.
1. Why is Prometheus a myth?
2. What is the conflict between Prometheus and Zeus?
3. Does Zeus think people are happy?

4. What gift does Prometheus say people need?

5. Many people use the saying “Ignorance is bliss”, but in this myth, Zeus tells Prometheus that “ignorance is innocence”.  Write two complete sentences explaining what he means.

6. Why does Prometheus think people should have fire while Zeus does not want them to have it?  Write two complete sentences.

7. Zeus is convinced that humans are doomed to destroy themselves as they develop new skills and make their lives more comfortable.  Is this an accurate assessment of human nature?  5 sentence RACER response on a separate piece of lined paper.
Next, you will read Lord Byron’s poem, “Prometheus”, written in the early 19th Century as a response to the myth of Prometheus from the days of Ancient Greece.  As you close read the following short history, annotate your thoughts and questions in the text.
Lord Byron and the Industrial Revolution in England  

Lord Byron lived in England during the Industrial Revolution.  Changes in politics, government and manufacturing along with surging social change, created the “working class.”  As Steven Kreis writes, “…by 1850, England had become an economic titan. Its goal was to supply two-thirds of the globe with cotton spun, dyed, and woven in the industrial centers of northern England. England proudly proclaimed itself to be the ‘Workshop of the World,’ a position that country held until the end of the 19th century when Germany, Japan and United States overtook it.” 
Here are two quotes that describe the spirit of the Industrial Age in England:

The political and moral advantages of this country, as a seat of manufactures, are not less remarkable than its physical advantages. The arts are the daughters of peace and liberty. In no country have these blessings been enjoyed in so high degree, or for so long a continuance, as in England. Under the reign of of just laws, personal liberty and property have been secure; mercantile enterprise has been allowed to reap its reward; capital has accumulated in safety; the workman has "gone forth to his work and to his labour until the evening;" and, thus protected and favoured, the manufacturing prosperity of the country has struck its roots deep, and spread forth its branches to the ends of the earth. [Edward Baines, The History of the Cotton Manufacture in Great Britain, 1835]

In the eighteenth century, a series of inventions transformed the manufacture of cotton in England and gave rise to a new mode or production -- the factory system. During these years, other branches of industry effected comparable advances, and all these together, mutually reinforcing one another, made possible further gains on an ever-widening front. The abundance and variety of these innovations almost defy compilation, but they may be subsumed under three principles: the substitution of machines -- rapid, regular, precise, tireless -- for human skill and effort; the substitution of inanimate for animate sources of power, in particular, the introduction of engines for converting heat into work, thereby opening to man a new and almost unlimited supply of energy; the use of new and far more abundant raw materials, in particular, the substitution of mineral for vegetable or animal substances. These improvements constitute the Industrial Revolution. [David Landes, The Unbound Prometheus, 1969]
Given the rise of the working class, Lord Byron saw Prometheus as a rebellious figure – someone who represented a hero in the story of the human struggle.   Prometheus is an example of a protestor – someone who stands up against the government and political powers in control.  

Multi-Media Comparison:

Next you will watch a short film hand-illustrated by Peter Dodd that brings to life Aeschylus’ play, “Prometheus Bound”, written in the 5th Century.
Make notes about what you notice in the film – what ideas, responses, questions, comments come to mind as you watch the film:

Final Assessment: 

Write a three paragraph essay comparing and contrasting the story of Prometheus with Dodd’s film and Lord Byron’s poem.  And, connect the hero, Prometheus, to your life experience.  Do you know anyone like Prometheus?  Is the spirit of Prometheus within you?

Pre-write:
How do all three versions tell the myth in a similar way?  What differences did you find between the three?  

Make a Venn Diagram or three-column chart below to organize your thoughts.
Sketch out ideas for how the myth of Prometheus connects to your life here:

Show your pre-writing to Ms. Van Hof before you continue with writing your essay test.

