Name:_______________________________________________  Hour:_____________
Can Where You Are Change Who You Are?

Do you believe that your environment – the setting or context in which you find yourself – can change who you are?  Please explain and give examples.

“Dark They Were, and Golden-Eyed” is a science fiction short story.  In science fiction, writers blend scientific facts and theories with familiar elements of real life and their own ideas.  Usually the stories portray a time in the future, making guesses about how humans might behave and how the human way of living may change.  As you read, complete this chart to track the elements of science fiction you find in Ray Bradbury’s story.
	Characteristics of Science Fiction
	Examples in the Story

	Scientific information


	

	Familiar elements of life today

	

	Imaginary worlds and situations

	


As you read this story, write down every word that comes to mind that describes the mood or feeling of the writing.  For instance, in line 5 the man “felt his hair flutter and the tissues of his body draw tight.”  What feeling might cause this reaction?

Mood Feelings:
Short Answer Questions: Restate the question and write at least one complete sentence.
1. Describe the man’s first impression of Mars.

2. How does the loss of the Earth rockets affect the way the Bitterings think about being on Mars?  (lines 71-76)

3. Do you think it is a good idea for the Earth people to bring their plants and new place names to Mars?  (lines 112-121)

4. Imagine that a familiar plant looked strange and different one morning.  Would you believe your eyes or would you seek another opinion? (lines 136-154)

5. If the plants are changing, what predictions can you make about what could happen to the Bitterings and other Earth people?  (lines 136-154)
6. Think about a time when someone laughed at something you took very seriously.  How did that make you feel?  (lines 182-193)

7. Explain how different characters see the situation in different ways in lines 175-229.

8. If you were Dan’s parent, would you let him change his name?  (lines 345-352)

9. If the Bitterings were able to return to Earth, do you think Dan’s parents would accept his name change?  Why?  (lines 345-352)

10. In lines 409-415 the Bitterings decide to leave behind things they brought from Earth.  How does this show they have changed? 

11. Mr. Bittering says that “there’s no reason to” go back to the Earth settlement.  Do you agree?  (lines 450-451)

12. Do the Bitterings’ lives seem better or worse after they change into Martians?  Explain both the benefits and the dangers.  (2 complete sentences)
Name:_________________________________________________
Hour:_______
Creating MOOD in Science Fiction
Make notes of the words our large-group-discussion comes up with to describe “mood”.
Short Answer Questions: Restate the question and write at least one complete sentence.
Dark They Were and Golden-Eyed Radio Broadcast:

What was your first sense of “mood” when listening to Ray Bradbury’s radio show?

How does the choice of narrator’s voice create mood when telling a story on the radio?

Special Effects in the 1953 film, “War of the Worlds”:
How did the Technicolor 3-strip film (saturated color) create mood in “War of the Worlds”?

How do a director’s choice of locations for shooting scenes effect and create mood?

Did the special effects, created by hand and without computers in the 1953 film, “War of the Worlds”, make the film seem more “real”?  Why/why not? 

How did the specific “manta ray” art-design of the Martian War Machine create mood?

How did the music score create mood?

Compare & Contrast Movie Trailers and the Mood They Create:
After watching the movie trailers for the 1953 and 2005 versions of “War of the World”, choose one aspect of mood to compare/contrast: music, film, special effects, voicing, location.  Five complete sentences.
Assessment: Write a two paragraph response that compares and contrasts the aspects of mood in the written story, radio broadcast, 1953 film and 2005 film.  Include a connection to your own experience and specific examples from each form of media.

Use this chart as a pre-write to organize your response:

	MEDIA
	Music
	Film
	Special Effects
	Voicing
	Location

	Written Story


	
	
	
	
	

	Radio Broadcast


	
	
	
	
	

	1953 Trailer


	
	
	
	
	

	2005 Trailer


	
	
	
	
	

	Personal Connection


	
	
	
	
	


Begin your response with your own definition of Mood.  
