“About the Author” Research Paper Grading Rubric

CONTENT
______The essay gives a clear, organized and thorough explanation of the author
______ Research supports and gives clarity to your thesis statement

______ All quoted, paraphrased, and summarized research is correctly cited

______ Essay transitions smoothly from one subtopic to the next

______ Essay is easy to follow

_______/18
 
FORMAT / MECHANICS
______ Essay is organized including an introduction, body paragraphs, and a 
conclusion

______ Introductory paragraph includes an attention grabber

______ Body paragraphs are clearly organized by subtopics

______ Each body paragraph has a strong topic sentence & an obvious but smooth 
transition sentence

______ Conclusion paragraph begins with a transition signaling the end of the essay

______ Conclusion paragraph ends with a memorable ending while restating 
information from the essay

______ All research is cited correctly using the MLA format within the text

______ Essay is two and a half to three pages long

______ Font is size 12, Times New Roman or Book Antiqua and is double-spaced

______ Grammatical errors not present (including run-ons, fragments, comma splices)

______ No spelling errors

______ No capitalization errors

______ No punctuation errors (including within citations)

______ Paragraphs are spaced correctly (no extra spaces between)

______ Essay contains correctly indented paragraphs

______ Properly formatted title page
______/51
 REFERENCE LIST/BIBLIOGRAPHY
______ All research used is cited in the reference list (bibliography)

      ______ Correct MLA format is used for in-text citations –used recommended on-line 
resources

_______/6
Total POINTS POSSIBLE: 75 

POINTS RECEIVED ______
