Speak Up

by Janet S. Wong
You're Korean, aren't you?
Yes. 
Why don't you speak Korean?
Just don't, I guess.
Say something Korean.
I don't speak it. 
I can't.
C'mon. Say something. 
Halmoni. Grandmother.
Haraboji. Grandfather.
Imo. Aunt.
Say some other stuff.
Sounds funny.
Sounds strange.
Hey, let's listen to you
for a change.
Listen to me?
Say some foreign words.
But I'm American,
can't you see?
Your family came from 
somewhere else.
Sometime.
But I was born here.
So was I.
