Name:________________________________________________
Hour:___________

Who Sees the Best in You?

Have you ever gone through a time when it seemed like you couldn’t do anything right?  If so, then you know how important it is to have someone have faith in you.  When a friend, a family member, or a teacher believes you can do better, it helps you try harder instead of giving up.

On a separate piece of paper, create a web of people you know who see the best in you.

Part One - Comprehension and Analysis:

On a separate piece of paper, answer the following questions with one complete sentence that restates the question and uses descriptive detail.

1. How are the boy’s and woman’s problems related?  (lines 1-10)

2. What happens when the boy grabs the purse?  (lines 5-11)

3. How does Mrs. Jones seem to feel toward Roger?  (lines 59-62)

4. What is Roger’s internal conflict?  (lines 43-56)

5. How does Mrs. Jones show her belief that Roger has the potential to be honest and do the right thing?  (lines 85-96)

6. What does Roger say as he leaves?  (lines 117-121)

7. How is the conflict between Roger and Mrs. Jones resolved?  (lines 110-111)

8. Why does Mrs. Jones treat Roger the way she does?

9. What might Roger’s behavior suggest about his future potential?

10. The theme of a story is a message about life or human nature that the writer shares with readers.  What theme do you think Langston Hughes communicates through his short story, “Thank You, Ma’am”?

Part Two - Synthesis and Evaluation:

On a separate piece of paper, answer the following questions with at least two complete sentences that restate the question and use descriptive detail.

1. There is an African proverb that says, “It takes a village to raise a child.”  Does “Thank You, Ma’am” support or contradict that African proverb?  Why/why not?

2. Is it possible for someone you have just met to see the best in you?  Support your answer with evidence from the story and your own experience.

Part Three – Compare and Contrast Assessment:
Comparing Langston Hughes’ story, “Thank You, Ma’am” to Emily Dickenson’s poem, “If I can stop one Heart from breaking” will be your final assessment.

1. Read Emily Dickenson’s poem and annotate your thoughts in the margins: 

If I can stop one Heart from breaking

I shall not live in vain

If I can ease one Life the Aching

Or cool one Pain

Or help one fainting Robin

Unto his Nest again

I shall not live in Vain.

--Emily Dickenson

2. Answer the following essay questions with at least five complete sentences each.  Use “Thank You, Ma’am” and your own experience as examples in each answer.

Essay Question One:
How do you think the world would change if everyone adopted the attitude expressed in the poem?

Essay Question Two:

How does the poet make her message relevant to ordinary people?
