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Here is an illustration from “Harper’s Bazaar”, a popular publication in America.  Thomas Nash, the artist, is also famous for having created the image of the elephant and the donkey that is used to define American political parties.

Examine the illustration and discuss your observations: 

• What do you notice about this picture?

• How did Thomas Nast draw the face of the black man? Why is he barefoot? What features did he exaggerate?

• How did Nast draw the face of the white man? What kind of animal does he look like? Why do you think this is?

• What ethnic group is the white man supposed to represent? 

• What are they sitting on? What is the significance of the scale? Why is it balanced?

• Why is one side of the scale labeled South and the other labeled North?

• Why do you think Nast titled the cartoon "The Ignorant Vote--Honors Are Easy"?  What could that mean?

• What does this illustration say about the attitudes of people in the north and south during the 1800s? Do these attitudes persist today?

• Write the message of this cartoon in one sentence.

Racism still exists today, but it tends to be more subtle than in Nast's illustration.  People still stereotype each other based on race in derogatory ways. 

What are some racial stereotypes that you can think of?

