Name:___________________________________________
Hour:_____________
Legends, Myths and Folk Tales: 

“Two Ways to Count to Ten” and “The Race between Toad and Donkey”

The next two stories that we will read are fables from Liberia and Jamaica.
Fables: a fable is a short story, typically with animals as characters, conveying a moral.

Given what you know about Legends, Folk Tales and Myths how are fables different and similar to the other forms of story-telling we have studied?
Would You Rather Be Clever or Strong?
Athletes come together to try and outrun, outthrow, and outjump one another.  When it comes to sports, strength, speed, endurance and agility make or break the game.  Can sheer brainpower – cleverness – be enough to win contests?

Imagine you are a professional athlete and you’ve been asked to tell middle school students what it takes to become a successful champion.  Write down your main points:

Do you think the team manager or coach would have the same answer?  Why/why not?

Set a purpose for your reading – look for the recurring theme in the two fables.

Complete the chart below.
	
	Two Ways to Count to Ten
	The Race Between Toad and Donkey

	Who are the characters?


	
	

	What is the contest and who declares it?


	
	

	Who wins the contest and how?


	
	

	What do the characters learn?


	
	


Answer each question twice – once before you read the fable and once after.  Restate the question and answer in at least one complete sentence.
1. How many ways can you count to ten?

After:

2. What makes a good competition?
After:

3. Do you need strength to be successful?  

After:

4. What kind of attitude do you need to have to win a competition?

After:

5. Is it alright to trick people to win a competition?

After:

Short Answer Assessment: After reading both fables, name a theme they share in common and explain how it connects to each story by giving specific examples from the text.  At least five complete sentences.
